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I wake up blindfolded with a swollen belly—sounds of gurgling innards inside 
me, intergalactic-Pink-Floyd-like sounds, bubbles fluttering in my intestine—
on account of my last supper—a lonely, unreligious meal: Aged beef 
hamburger caught between brioche bread, maple glazed bacon, sharp cheddar, 
glistening salt-sprinkled-duck-fat-fries. Kumamoto Oysters thereafter with 
the much obliged acid mignonette, and glasses of endless Straight Kentucky 
Single Batch Bourbon with large blocks of ice. When the time came for 
the Grand Marnier Soufflé I was full and unable to push it down—a slight 
nausea, a slighter weariness as I smelled in the vapors. Remnants of beef, 
breadcrumbs, salt and bacon showered on the fake Formica table as I ate, 
glass rings emerged beneath the sweaty glass of bourbon—my final imprint? I 
was taken away to my cell, my cot, and shut my eyes to dream of flowery and 
pastured fields. 

I wake up blindfolded with this luxurious swollen belly to face what 
people call fate.

The room attempts its best at silence, but then the ping of a club 
knocking on the cell bars. Toilets gargling and swallowing behind neighboring 
walls. I rise, my steps echoing off the tight walls. The sound of a key in the 
keyhole, metal clashing, bolt unlocking, unleashing the beginning of finality. 
Alien footsteps now, unmatched to my movements.

A hand on my elbow making me turn, my wrists brought together 
behind by back. Cold grip of cuffs—a click as they engage. 

He leads me out—cleaner air. The sound of our footsteps almost 
paired, gently adapting to each other’s pace—the sound of shuffling feet. 

Although blindfolded, I sense the light intensifying—the otherwise 
black sight shifts to orange, then yellow—a wide space filled with light? Why 
does it reek of humidity? 

The sound of a heavier gate pushed open, shrieking high, then groaning 
low. The refreshing strike of cold air, full lungs, the shy whistle of wind.

IS THE END SOUNDLESS?

Vern Sullivan
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We walk ahead, his hand sweaty on my elbow. “Watch out,” he says, his voice 
raspy. He makes me dodge something abruptly—swishing splash—but my left 
foot falls in the puddle nonetheless, soaking cold beyond shoes and socks, the 
flood advancing. It doesn’t seem to bother me. 

He lets go of my elbow. Nothing touches me but the wind. Brief 
freedom? The senses become sharper:
Chirps of birds, 

The perpetual roar of machinery off in the distance, 
scattered high pitched shouts farther still

The approaching, choppy buzz of a helicopter overhead then fading, barely perceptible  

Ominous low voice blurting out prayer interrupts the final manifestations 
of natural life, “Shut up!” I yell, “cease the nonsense,” my own voice seems 
foreign. My heart races now. I try remembering the sounds of what brought 
me here, to this very place, but can’t manage, the screams are gone as is the 
deadly silence that followed. The wind overcomes.

The clicking load of seven rifles—my chosen firing squad.
Is the end soundless?
The sudden, deafening blast.
Is the end soundless?
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Universidad de Guanajuato. Su trabajo involucra medios electrónicos 
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de ensayo para artistas como Bas Jan Ader, Uta Barth, John Divola y 
James Welling. Sus libros incluyen: LA Artland, coescrito con Chris Kraus 
y Jane McFadden; Hyenas Are…; y The Magic Circle: On the Beatles, Pop 
Art, Art Rock and Records.

Lázaro Valiente es compositor, escritor y artista. Ha expuesto su trabajo 
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